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than a piece of money, of which fourteen are equivalent to
a golden ducat [i.e. a groat]; nor do they omit any form
incumbent upon gt>od Christians; there are, however, many
who have various opinions concerning religion.
(p. 28.) The riches of England are greater than those of
any other country in Europe, as I have been told by the oldest
and most experienced merchants, and also as I myself can
vouch, from what I have seen, (p. 29.) But above all are
their riches displayed in the church treasures; for there is not
a parish church in the kingdom so mean as not to possess
crucifixes, candlesticks, censers, patens, and cups of silver;
nor is there a convent of mendicant friars so poor, as not to
have all these same articles in silver, besides many other
ornaments worthy of a cathedral church in the same metal.
Your Magnificence may therefore imagine what the decora-
tions of those enormously rich Benedictine, Carthusian, and
Cistercian monasteries must be.
(p. 30.) I saw, one day (being with your Magnificence at
Westminster, a place out of London) the tomb of the Saint
King Edward the Confessor, in the church of the aforesaid
place Westminster; and indeed, neither St Martin of Tours,
a church in France, which I have heard is one of the richest
in existence, nor any thing else that I have ever seen, can be
put into any sort of comparison with it, But the magnificence
of the tomb of St Thomas the Martyr, Archbishop of Canter-
bury, is that which surpasses all belief, This, notwithstanding
its great size, is entirely covered over with plates of pure
gold; but the gold is scarcely visible from the variety of
precious stones with which it is studded, such as sapphires,
diamonds, rubies, balas-rubies1, and emeralds; and on every
side that the eye turns, something more beautiful than the
other appears. And these beauties of nature are enhanced by
human skill, for the gold is carved and engraved in beautiful
designs, both large aod small, and agates, jaspers and corne-
lians set in relievo, some of tfae'cameos being of such & size,
that I do not dare to mention it: but everything is left far
behind by a ruby, not larger than a man's thumb-nail, wbieh
1 a delicate Bose-red variety <?f ruby,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